cleere, all the roome beside strewed with Flowers of
Juniper. When the Queen and the rest had washed,
according as Parmeno gave order, so every one was seated
at the Table : the Viands (delicately drest) were served in,
and excellent wines plentifully delivered, none attending
but the three servants, and little or no lowd Table-talke
passing among them.
Dinner being ended, and the Tables withdrawne (all
the Ladies, and the Gentlemen likewise, being skilfull
both in singing and dancing, and playing on instruments
artificially) the Queene commanded, that divers Instru-
ments should be brought, and (as she gave charge)
Dioneus tooke a Lute, and Fiammetta a Violl de gamba,
and began to play an excellent daunce. Whereupon, the
Queene with the rest of the Ladies, and the other two
young Gentlemen (having sent their attending servants
to dinner) paced foorth a daunce very majestically. And
when the dance was ended, they sung sundry excellent
Canzonets, out-wearing so -the time, untill the Queene
commanded them all to rest, because the houre did
necessarily require it. The Gentlemen having their
chambers farre severed from the Ladies, curiously
strewed with flowers, and their beds adorned in excellent
manner, as those of the Ladies were not a jotte inferiour
to them; the silence of the night bestowed sweet rest
on them al. In the morning, the Queene and all the rest
being risen, accounting over much sleepe to be very
hurtfull, they walked abroad into a goodly Meadow,
where the grasse grew verdantly, and the beames of the
Sun heated not over violently, because the shades of faire
spreading Trees gave a temperate calmnesse, coole and
gentle winds fanning their sweet breath pleasingly among
them. All of them being there set downe in a round ring,
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